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PEOPLE'S INSTITUTE

—_—

Most Unique Organization of Its
| Kind in the World,

—— —a

MANYARTICLES LOST INAYEAR

. ———

Thizty Thousand Umbrellas Left on
Tralng=Cloan Bill of Health Given to
California Birds—Lotter Carrlers Dis-
cuns Resolution of Natlonal Convention

The opening this fall of the eleventh
senton of the People’s Institute promises
to rouse Father Knlokerbocker moye
strongly than ever before to many of
Uls orying needs, which, while the elty
In the past has been disposing  in »
spendthit manner of more than half &
billlon dollars annually, have remained
unattonded to, With the approval
which Governor Hughes has given the
work of the Institute it ls rapidly as-
suming the place of one of the most af-
dectivo na woll a» one of *he most unlque
otganizations of Ita kind in the world,
COradled In the great centor of politieal
and soclal unrest, that s New York's
Gurbulent Easg Side, its activitics have
extended (nto many flelds resalting
through Its organized ondeavor in giving
the people a volee In the seltlement of
the ¢lvio problems which directly eon
ctrn them, The organization covers In
its work practically the whole social
fleld, bunying itself with questions of
street cloaning, wilk purlfication and
other every day problems,

i .

New Yorkera losa svery yoar 80,000
umbreliaa on sutways, surfnce lines and
elevatod traine, or more than enough
to supply the whole state of Nevada at
a ratlo more generous than that which
wually exists, New Yorkers Indeed
meom Lo have acquire] the losing habit
almost to the point of a mania, and
while figures for the whole city cannol
be obtained the statlstics of the lost
and found departments malntaived by
tho street ear lipes show that more than
100,000 artiles are lost on them every
year, If to this total be added those
found by dishonest persons who do not
turn them in, the figure appronches the
quarter million mark, and for the whole
clty in all its differont activities the tot:
a) numbor of artleles loab every yoar ls
estimated at five millon, walued ot
$2,500,000, This of course does not in
elude fortunes lost in Wall Street, Every
urticle of male and female attire appears
in the list, and glase eyes, false tecth
and wigs are common, More umbrellas
are leit behind /han anything else, but
hundreds  of shoes, shirts,
conts, vesls and even trousers are turned
in every week. It would hardly seem
that a person tuveling in a street oar
would forget a cannon, yet Lvwo of these
implements of war have been found in
the last aix months Parrots and cana
ries, to say nothing of four footed pets,
all go to (Il the menagerie department
of the lost and found offices, Perhaps
the most, curlous find reported lately

oVercoats,

\Was what is officially deseribed as “a

fn can and its contents,” sald contents
belng very flat beer, Of covrse it Iy ab-
solutely worthless, but as the law re
quires all found articles to be held for
a specified time it bas duly taken its
official place with all the other varied
artloles which New York loses every
yoar,

A clean bill of health is given to the
birds of Oalifornia by the Biologieal Sur-
vey of the Department of Agrieulture
alter an exhaustive investigation by F.
E. 1. Beall, The object wans to determine
the relative value of the birds as insect
destroyers compared with their destruct.
ive propensities as far as concerned the
State famous, To this end analyses of
the contents of the “tummies” of muny
birds were made and the  comelusion
reachod that the binls preferred an in-
seck diot or fed on Lhe seed of pestifer-
ous weeds, rather than on the luscious
fruit, Sometimes tho food supply fails
when the birds are compelled to weat
druit, which was probably the case when
the robins descended on the olive or-
chards in Santa Clara Valley in 1000
1901 1t appears also that water s not
easily found and no doubt many birda
attack fruit to relieve the drynesa of
thelr throats. The conclusions are that
deprodations by birds may arise from
the settlement of a region and the con.
sequent introduction of now, crops, ac-
companied by & diminished supply of
natural food, destruction of enemies agd
& generwl change of natural conditions;
from failure of the normal food supply
causing migration in search of fool, or
an attack upon some pre -t which the
species doos not usually eat; or from
proximity to & partioulsr crop in which
cnse the bird naturally eats that rwhich
Ts most avallable M Beall testifies to
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of the great majorily of Oulifornia lrat

growers loward the bird population®
While many of them stated that they
still suifered loss none advocaled mea-
sures for the extermination or even (e
material decrease of the birds. Tt §e
pleasant to nole that harm. Mr. Beall
finds that the sentiment appears to be
“We can't gel along without the birds.”
Among the binds investigated were the
House Fineh, Linnet, Wetlern Eanager,
Swallows, including the CUY, Westarn
Barn and Vielet Green; California
Shrike; Western Warbling Vireo, Cassin
Vireo; Warblers of varlous kinds, West-
orn Mocking Bird, California Thashen
Wrens, Nuthatehes and Pitmice; King:
lots, Gnateatchers and robins.

There is conslderable discussion in the
tanks of the letter camlers over the re-
swolution adopted at the recent annual
onvention to pay J. D. Holland ten
thousand dollara In recognition of his
srvices In securing the passage of the
increased salary bill, Mr, Holland was
fortunate enough to be President of the
National Awsoclation of Letter Carriera
when the bill went through., The work
lone by previous presidents and othera
swoems to have been lost sight of in the
movement to properly reward Mr. Hol-
laml. The Letter Carriers Assoplation
had been fighting for years to obtain an
inorease in salary for the force and a
number of campaigns had been waged.
Last yeay the Pustoffice Department
and especially First Assistant Postmast-
er General Hitchoook, urged the increase
and It was granted by Congress. At the
convention in Canton, Ohlo, My, Holland
retired and a resolution to give him ten
thousands dollars was passed. This has
not met with the approval of many of
Branch 36, Now New York City, which
has been active in sending throughout
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the country resolutions adoptel demand-

ing a relerendum vote on the ten thous.
and dollar gift. It is claimed that a
large number of other branches have en-

dorsed the action of the New York
Branch and that a referendum vote will
be had, Just what Mr.Holland did to
earn the ten thousand dollars proposed
to be giwen him, does not appear. It is
claimed that when called down by the
department for lobbying in behalf of the
increase, Mr. Holland promised to use
hilg influeuce against lobbying and that
he would not be a candidate for reelect-
lon as president of the letter carriers,
The New Yorkers say: “It woull seem
that the claims for eredit in shaping or
procuring salary logislation are based
on presumptive evidence of fignorance
on the part of our members as to the
elemental forces which shape legislation
and when audited are found to be so
excedsive as to be nothing short of an
Insult to intalligence. Any reward for ser-
vices rendered should be in proportfon
to their value which, in this case it is
evident is much leas than $10,000,
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This is the time of Year to place

Your Order for Blank Books
for 1908.

- Our Facilities are the best and we

can promptly execute all

orders.




